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Temporary Fire Station #1 Project 
 
Public Workshop:  April 10, 2025  
 
The meeting was held from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM on April 10, 2025, in the Poinsettia Room at the City of 
Encinitas.  Ben Stryker hosted the public meeting with Tyler Wood (Michael Baker International), Fire 
Department Staff, and other Engineering Department Staff. 3 citizens signed the attendance sheet and 
were present. The meeting began with Ben Stryker presenting the project background and proposed 
improvements. Ben Stryker followed with information on project coordination, permitting requirements, and 
the tentative project schedule.  After the presentation, a question-and-answer session with the public was 
held.  All citizens left after the questions and comments were answered or compiled. 
 

4 specific questions were raised during the discussion or were emailed before or after the meeting. 
 

Question No. 1: How will the City handle security of the old Fire Station #1? 
 

Response: The Fire Department is collaborating with Public Works Facilities staff to ensure that regular 
check-ins are occurring at Fire Station #1. Cameras have been installed around the building to monitor 
any activity going on. Residents are encouraged to report suspicious activity through the myEncinitas 
app or contact the Sheriff Department. 
 
Question No. 2: When will the fire engine siren and lights be allowed to be on? 
 

Response: The siren and light policy are the same as the original location, which was a few blocks 
north. Fire Engineers are directed to only apply the siren or lights when necessary to ensure safe 
passage through intersections. Typically, lights and sirens do not get applied until they reach N Coast 
Hwy 101. 
 

Question No. 3: What is the plan with Fire Station #1 long term? 
 

Response: At this time, the City does not have a plan yet for addressing the permanent Fire Station 
#1 building. The focus now is to restore operational capacity and lower response times for emergency 
services to the downtown area. Once the temporary structure is built, Staff and City Council will begin 
discussions on the longer-term solution for Fire Station #1.  
 

Question No. 4: Why did the City choose Pacific View Arts Center for the location? 
 

Response: Staff and a City Council Subcommittee evaluated seven (7) potential locations that could 
house the temporary fire station based on several factors, including: the use of city-owned property, the 
need to be west of the train tracks, the high call volume within a compact geographic area, frequent beach 
response needs, and the importance of positioning between the highest call volume areas within the 
downtown district. The seven potential sites were: Moonlight Beach parking lot, Fire Station #3, City Hall, 
a commercial building near Fire Station #1, open lots on 3rd Street and Hwy 101, and the Pacific View Arts 
Center. Based on the research reviewed by staff and City Council, the Pacific View Arts Center was 
selected by City Council at the February 19, 2025 meeting as the temporary location. 
 
At the end of the Q&A session, Ben Stryker thanked the attendees for their time and comments. No written 
comments were received at the meeting. Two emails was received by Ben Stryker prior to the meeting 
expressing opposition to the project and the questions asked are addressed in this report.  
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