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The City of Encinitas recognizes the importance of native 

plants and trees to increase local pollinator species, 
promote environmental sustainability and resilience; 
improve habitat and local native biodiversity, and foster 
long-term successful native landscapes and other benefits 
to residents, businesses and visitors to the community. The 
Native Plant Ordinance (NPO), found in EMC Chapter 
23.27, is intended to encourage and support the 
preservation of natural habitat and native plant 
communities and provide regulations for the planting and 
maintenance of plants and trees on qualifying development 
projects. 

 

WHAT IS A NATIVE PLANT? 

A Native Plant is defined as any plant (including trees) 
known to occur in California prior to European contact. 
These plants evolved in California over a very long period 
and are the plants that have co-evolved with animals, fungi, 
and microbes, to form a complex network of relationships.  

A southern California native plant is defined as a native 
plant that is known or has been known in the following 
Jepson bioregions (i.e. EcoRegions per Calscape). The 
following EcoRegions shall qualify under this definition: 
Desert Mountains, Mojave Desert, Northern Channel 
Islands, Peninsular Ranges, San Bernardino Mountains, 
San Gabriel Mountains, San Jacinto Mountains, Sonoran 
Desert, Southern Channel Islands, South Coast, 
Tehachapi Mountain Area, and Western Transverse 
Ranges. Native cultivars and naturally occurring hybrids of 
species that occur in southern California will also be 
considered a southern California native plant. 

 

WHERE CAN I FIND QUALIFYING PLANTS? 

Southern California native plants shall be chosen to satisfy 
the requirements of EMC Chapter 23.27 from Calscape by 
the California Native Plant Society at www.calscape.org. A 

guide on how to navigate the Calscape website has been 
created and can be found below. 

 

 

WHAT PROJECTS ARE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE 

NATIVE PLANTS? 

A project will be subject to the NPO if any of the following 
types of projects require a discretionary permit and include 
a landscape plan: 

• Design Review permit pursuant to EMC Section 
23.08, Design Review. 

• Major Use Permit for the Ecological 
Resource/Open Space/ Parks Zone. 

• City projects. 

 

WHAT PROJECTS ARE EXEMPT FROM REQUIRING 

NATIVE PLANTS?  

While the use of native plants is encouraged in these 
settings, the following projects shall be exempt from the 
requirements of the NPO: 

• Construction or reconstruction of a single-family 
residence including single family residences in 
subdivisions, additions or conversions of 
accessory dwelling units and/or junior accessory 
dwelling units. 

• City owned and maintained athletic fields, courts, 
turf, picnic areas, and informal gathering spaces 
that are in a City owned park, community space, 
and/or recreational facilities.  

• California state owned land and beaches. 

• Recreational amenities or facilities in multifamily or 
mixed-use developments as required by EMC 
30.16.010. 

• Community Gardens. 

• Extensive green roofs, provided that native plants 
are used to the extent feasible based on the 
survivability of such plants.  

• Orchards, botanical gardens, nurseries, and other 
professional growing operations. 

• Golf Courses. 

• Cemeteries. 

 

 

http://www.encinitasca.gov/
mailto:planning@encinitasca.gov
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services
https://ecode360.com/44480289
https://ecode360.com/44480289
http://www.calscape.org/
https://ecode360.com/44480341
https://ecode360.com/44480341
https://ecode360.com/44483590
https://ecode360.com/44483590
https://ecode360.com/44483088
https://ecode360.com/44483088
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WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS IF MY PROJECT IS 

SUBJECT TO THE NPO? 

A minimum of 50% of the total landscaped area of the project 
site shall be planted with southern California native plants. 
Demonstrating compliance with both calculations: 

• Tree Calculation: A minimum of 50% of the total number 
of proposed trees on the project shall be southern 
California native trees. Fractions round up. 

• Non-Tree Calculation: The 50% native plant requirement 
shall be calculated based on the mature size of all non-
tree plant species within the total landscaped area. Trees 
and tree canopies shall not be included in this 
calculation.  

Proposed plant palettes shall include a diverse mix of species 
including form (e.g. tree, shrub, grass), blooming period, and 
life cycle to support wildlife/pollinator biodiversity. 

The remaining landscaped areas are strongly encouraged to 
be planted with native species, but where non-native species 
are used in the remaining landscaping, they should be 
species that are ecologically compatible, support local 
pollinators and/or local habitats.  

Any proposed landscaped area within 50 feet of any 
environmentally sensitive area (ESA), open space, and/or a 
required setback established from an ESA shall be planted 
with 100% southern California native plants. 

 

ARE THERE ANY PROHIBITED PLANTS? 

Plants that are identified as invasive plant species shall not 
be allowed in any proposed landscape area except for turf 
grass which can be considered for use outside of areas that 
are within close proximity to sensitive open space.  

Monocultures are prohibited.  

Seed mixes are not allowed to satisfy the 50% requirement 
unless the landscaped area is located on a manufactured 
slope and the City requires the slope to be hydroseeded for 
stabilization purposes. 

If the project is within a fire hazard severity zone (FHSZ) as 
determined by CAL FIRE, all landscaping plans and plant 
palettes utilizing City of Encinitas Desired and Undesired 
Plant List shall be reviewed and approved by the Encinitas 
Fire Department.  

WHAT ARE THE INSTALLATION REQUIREMENTS? 

Native plants shall be installed in accordance with industry 
standards, best practices, and the most current technical 
guidance available, at the discretion of the licensed 
landscape architect. The approach shall be tailored to 
specific native plant species, the location and/or gradient of 
the area of placement, and broader vegetation communities 
included in the design to ensure long-term health and 
ecological sustainability. Soil condition, irrigation method and 
frequency, proper planting techniques and other appropriate 
factors must be carefully considered and appropriately 
implemented. Installation shall comply with EMC Section 
23.26.090.A.3, Soil Preparation, Mulch, and Amendments.   

 

WHAT ARE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 

REQUIREMENTS?  

The landscape plan submitted as part of the discretionary 
application shall be prepared and stamped by a licensed 
landscape architect, certifying that at the time of stamping, 
the plans and selected plants comply with all the 
requirements of the Native Plant Ordinance.  

Prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy of the 
building permit or final of the grading permit, if a building 
permit is not required, a licensed landscape architect shall 
submit to the City a dated and stamped Landscape 
Certification Completion Form, within 10 days from the 
signature date of the certification form, certifying that the 
landscape has been installed pursuant to the stamped 
approved landscaped plans.  

 

HOW DO I MAINTAIN NATIVE LANDSCAPING? 

Approved and installed native landscaped areas shall be 
perpetually maintained in accordance with industry 
standards, best practices, and the most current technical 
guidance available at the discretion of the licensed 
landscape architect or other professional native plant 
landscaper by the property owner, assignee, or any 
successors in interest in the property/homeowners’ 
association.  

Trimming native plants and trees is permitted when 
necessary for public safety and/or fire management 
requirements. It is preferred that pruning be limited to what 
is needed for appropriate native plant health and to 
maximize habitat value and pollinator use.  

https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services
https://www.encinitasca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12390/638829944811670000
https://www.encinitasca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/12390/638829944811670000
https://ecode360.com/44481213
https://ecode360.com/44481213
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/applications-and-information#docaccess-ddc8e12675dff639c95700908033cdfcdffcfe287687df0c3c6d06b57aac46b5
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/applications-and-information#docaccess-ddc8e12675dff639c95700908033cdfcdffcfe287687df0c3c6d06b57aac46b5
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Weeding methods should prioritize non-chemical 
treatments including hand-pulling in smaller areas and 
mulching or solarizing in larger areas.  

In areas containing invasive plant species, applicants shall 
remove and destroy such plants to maintain the health of 
existing vegetated areas.  

 

WHEN DOES THE NPO GO INTO EFFECT? 

Any project that is subject to the NPO and has not been 
deemed complete by, or submitted after May 15th, 2026, is 
subject to the NPO, unless the applicant has submitted an 
application for SB 330. 

 

WHAT IF THERE ARE CONFLICTING PROVISIONS? 

In the case of conflict between the planting provisions of 
the Native Plant Ordinance (EMC Chapter 23.27) and any 
other provisions in the Municipal Code, resolution, or 
ordinance by the City, the provisions of the Native Plant 
Ordinance shall supersede, except as listed below: 

• Properties located in a fire hazard severity zone 
(FHSZ) as determined by CAL FIRE, shall comply 
with all fire safety requirements as determined by 
the Encinitas Fire Department. 

• Properties within the Coastal Bluff Overlay Zone 
shall comply with the regulations found in EMC 
Section 30.34.020, Coastal Bluff Overlay Zone. 

• Projects shall comply with the provisions of EMC 
Chapter 23.26, Water Efficient Landscape 
Regulations. 

• Proposed trees located in the public right-of-way 
or any public property shall be planted in 
accordance with any City approved street tree lists 
and shall prioritize southern California native trees 
unless otherwise determined by the City arborist or 
other appointed designee by the City. 

• For existing and proposed trees located in the 
public right-of-way, trees shall comply with the 
standards set forth in Encinitas Municipal Code 
(EMC) Chapter 15.02, Municipal Tree Ordinance 
and the Urban Forest Management Program 
Administrative Manual of Procedures 

WHAT IF MY PROJECT IS IN THE HIGH FIRE HAZARD 

SEVERITY ZONE? 

A project site that is located in a fire hazard severity zone 
(HFSZ) shall have a landscape plan and fire protection 
plan, if required, that is consistent and compliant with all 
California State and Encinitas Fire Department 
requirements, to prioritize public health and safety as 
determined by the Encinitas Fire Department.  

Please contact the Encinitas Fire Department at (760) 633-
2800 for additional information.  

 

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR CITY 

PROJECTS? 

Landscaping areas that are City owned shall be planted with 
100% southern California native plants.  

 

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE?  

For more information on the NPO and landscape plan 
submittal requirements, please review EMC Section 23.27 
and the City of Encinitas Native Plant Webpage.  

Contact Planning Services at 760-633-2710 or 
planning@encinitasca.gov with any question 

https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/2d2bfdef6e96480f81ddd2b9bb57be50
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/2d2bfdef6e96480f81ddd2b9bb57be50
https://ecode360.com/44483675#44483675
https://ecode360.com/44483675#44483675
https://ecode360.com/44481097
https://ecode360.com/44481097
https://ecode360.com/44481097
https://ecode360.com/44479727
https://ecode360.com/44479727
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services/land-development-building/land-development#docaccess-60cb6dedf659a76f0a90389d2c5d34935b978bb07c38ccdbb04691cdd5ecf1d7
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services/land-development-building/land-development#docaccess-60cb6dedf659a76f0a90389d2c5d34935b978bb07c38ccdbb04691cdd5ecf1d7
https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services/policy-planning-housing/policy-planning/native-plant-ordinance
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CALSCAPE WEBSITE NAVIGATION GUIDE 
Southern California native plants shall be chosen to satisfy the requirements of EMC Chapter 23.27 from Calscape by the California 
Native Plant Society at www.calscape.org.  

First, open www.calscape.org on your browser.  

 

Then, click “Explore native plants”. This will take you to an extensive list of California Native Plants.  

 

To search for qualifying Southern California Native Plants, click the “Ecoregion” drop down on the bottom left side of the page.  

https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services
http://www.calscape.org/
http://www.calscape.org/
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Within the “Ecoregion” drop down, select the ecoregions that qualify as “Southern California Native Plant”.  

 

These ecoregions include: Desert Mountains, Mojave Desert, Northern Channel Islands, Peninsular Ranges, San Bernardino 
Mountains, San Gabriel Mountains, San Jacinto Mountains, Sonoran Desert, Southern Channel Islands, South Coast, 
Tehachapi Mountain Area, and Western Transverse Ranges. 

https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services
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INTERESTED IN PLANTING NATIVE PLANTS IN YOUR YARD? 
The Calscape website can be a useful resource for residents who are interested in planting and maintaining native plants in their 
yard.  Residents are encouraged to utilize this website as a resource to find plants that best fit their needs. For example, 
Calscape provides extensive California Native Plant filters which include but are not limited to: amount of sun, water usage , 
ease of care, soil drainage, wildlife attraction, flower color, and more! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.encinitasca.gov/government/departments/development-services

