
 

 

 June 18, 2026 
 
 
The Honorable Matt Haney 
California State Assembly 
1021 O Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

The Honorable Buffy Wicks 
California State Assembly 
1021 O Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: Opposition for AB 1294 (Haney, Wicks) AB-1294 Planning and 

zoning: housing development: standardized application form 

Notice of Opposition 
 
 
Dear Assemblymember Haney and Assemblymember Wicks, 
 
On behalf of the City of Encinitas, I respectfully submit this letter expressing our 
strong opposition to AB 1294, which would mandate a statewide standardized 
housing development application and restrict local governments from requesting 
additional information during the pre-application stage. While we recognize the 
importance of improving efficiency in housing production, this bill significantly 
undermines local authority, environmental oversight, and public safety in coastal 
communities. 
 
Loss of Local Zoning Control 
AB 1294 represents another instance of state overreach into local planning 
authority. Encinitas voters have consistently supported local control measures, 
including Proposition A, which protects community authority over zoning and 
height limits. A one-size-fits-all state form dilutes the City’s ability to apply its 
local rules, adapt requirements to project complexity, and respond to community 
expectations.  
 
Environmental and Safety Oversight Risks 
The bill limits a city’s ability to obtain critical, site-specific information early in the 
process. In coastal communities like Encinitas, early review of geotechnical 
stability, stormwater impacts, wildfire evacuation constraints, and coastal 
hazards is essential. Restricting these early requests risks incomplete review, 
rushed determinations of application completeness, and unsafe outcomes—
particularly in areas with known bluff instability, evacuation bottlenecks, and 
sensitive environmental resources.  
 
Administrative and Infrastructure Burdens 
The standardized form does not account for the unique engineering, watershed, 
and infrastructure conditions of coastal jurisdictions. By prohibiting cities from 
requesting customized information up front, AB 1294 shifts the burden to local 
staff to resolve major planning gaps later in the process, increasing 
administrative strain and decreasing project quality.  
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Exposure to Legal Liability and HAA Violations 
Under AB 1294, requesting any information outside the state-mandated form could be classified as a 
violation of the Housing Accountability Act. This exposes cities to unnecessary legal risk, potential 
fines, and attorney general enforcement simply for seeking prudent, localized information. The bill 
also shifts the burden of proof to local agencies, requiring them to legally justify routine planning 
requests.  
 
Preservation of Local Voter Intent and Community Standards 
By opposing AB 1294, Encinitas can preserve Proposition A and maintain authority over 
neighborhood character standards, coastal protections, and community-based planning values.  
 
For these reasons, the City of Encinitas respectfully urges you to withdraw AB 1294 and support 
legislative approaches that uphold local control, safeguard environmental and coastal resources, and 
ensure safe, well-planned housing development. 
 
Thank you for considering our concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Ehlers, Mayor 
City of Encinitas 
 
cc.  San Diego County Legislative Delegation  

 
Catherine Hill, Regional Public Affairs Manager, San Diego and Imperial Counties, League of  
California Cities, chill@cacities.org 
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