
 

 

 June 18, 2026 
 

 
The Honorable Gregg Hart 
California State Assembly 
P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0037 
 

The Honorable Henry Stern 
California State Senate 
1021 O Street, Suite 8530 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

 

RE: Support for AB 1448 (Hart - Stern) Coastal resources: California 
Coastal Sanctuary: tidelands and submerged lands: oil and gas 
development 
Notice of SUPPORT 

 
 
Dear Assemblymember Hart and Senator Stern: 
 
On behalf of the City of Encinitas, I am writing to express our strong support for 
AB 1448, legislation intended to strengthen environmental protections along 
California’s coastline by prohibiting the use of existing state oil and gas 
infrastructure to support new offshore drilling in federal waters. This bill 
represents an important step in safeguarding our coastal ecosystems, local 
economies, and the long-term resilience of our communities.  
 
Encinitas has consistently prioritized environmental stewardship and climate 
action through its General Plan Resource Management Element (Policy 2.4) 
and Climate Action Plan Strategy 2, which collectively call for phasing out fossil 
fuels, protecting coastal resources, and supporting renewable energy 
transitions. AB 1448 aligns directly with these adopted policies by closing critical 
loopholes that would otherwise allow aging state infrastructure to facilitate future 
offshore drilling activities.  
 
The economic and environmental stakes are clear. California’s coastline 
supports a $44 billion economy and more than 500,000 jobs, driven by tourism, 
recreation, and sustainable fisheries. A major spill would have devastating 
impacts on these industries and the natural resources our residents and visitors 
cherish. AB 1448 provides essential protection by imposing stronger safety 
protocols, requiring modern leak-detection technology, and ensuring rigorous 
oversight of existing oil and gas operations.  
 
Our City Council’s Legislative Policy identifies coastal protection and opposition 
to offshore oil drilling as priority areas, and supporting AB 1448 is fully 
consistent with that direction. This bill not only advances the long-term health of 
the California coast but also reinforces the values and goals adopted by our 
community.  
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For these reasons, the City of Encinitas respectfully supports AB 1448 and urges its passage. Thank 
you for your continued leadership on critical environmental and coastal protection issues. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Ehlers, Mayor 
City of Encinitas 
 
cc.  San Diego County Legislative Delegation  

 
Catherine Hill, Regional Public Affairs Manager, San Diego and Imperial Counties, League of  
California Cities, chill@cacities.org 
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