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The City of Encinitas 2026 Impact Fee Study estimated the reasonable costs of improvements necessary to meet the 
specifications of the City’s recreational space and facilities standards, open space and recreational trails standards, and 
community facilities standards, and implement the goals and objectives of the General Plan. The City of Encinitas has 
adopted regulations that require the payment of fees proportional to a proposed development to cover the costs of 
development impact on city services, and fund future amenities and improvements.  
 
This handout summarizes these fees, which are assessed by the Development Services Department, along with a 5% 
Administrative Fee to cover the cost of program management, including state reporting requirements. All fees are collected 
at the time the building permit for a project is issued. The fees listed are effective as of July 20, 2026.  
 

FEE RESOLUTION 

Park Development 2026-34 

Parkland Acquisition 2026-34 

Open Space Land Acquisition 2026-34 

Recreational Trails 2026-34 

Community Facilities 2026-34 

 
Other City departments, such as the Public Works Department, Fire Prevention, and Building Division may also assess 
development fees. Please check with these departments for their requirements. Other fees may be applicable and include, 
but are not limited to, school district fees, sewer/water fees (Cardiff Sanitation District, Leucadia Wastewater District, San 
Dieguito Water District and Olivenhain Water District), and the like. For information regarding these fees, please contact the 
appropriate agency. 
 
 
 A PARK DEVELOPMENT FEE 

 
Purpose: 
To fund the costs to mitigate effects of new residential development on the City’s park facilities. Fees shall be administered 
in accordance with an adopted general plan or specific plan for park and recreation facilities. 
 
Fee: 
Fees are calculated per square foot of residential development. Non-residential development is exempt from park 
development fees. 

 

Development Type Fee per Square Foot 

Single Family $13.56 

Multi-Family $15.69 

 
 
 B PARKLAND ACQUISITION 

 
Purpose: 
To mitigate the impacts caused by new residential development on the City’s parks, to finance necessary public 
improvements including future parkland acquisition, and to pay for new development’s share of the construction of these 
improvements. 
 
Fee: 
Fees are assessed per square foot of residential development. Non-residential development is exempt from parkland 
acquisition fees. 

 

Development Type Fee per Square Foot 

Single Family $3.70 

Multi-Family $4.28 
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C OPEN SPACE LAND ACQUISITION 

 
Purpose: 
To mitigate the impacts caused by new residential development on the City’s open space areas, to finance necessary public 
improvements, and to pay for new development’s share of the construction of these improvements. The City’s open space 
policy focuses on preserving sensitive natural areas, trees, public access through trails, and habitat stewardship. 
 
Fee: 
Fees are assessed per square foot of residential development. Non-residential development is exempt from open space 
land acquisition fees.  
 

Development Type Fee per Square Foot 

Single Family $0.78 

Multi-Family $0.90 

 
 
 
 D RECREATIONAL TRAILS 

 
Purpose: 
To mitigate impacts caused by new residential development to the City’s recreational trails, including natural surface and 
soft trails, decomposed granite, paved and multi-use trails, equestrian trails, and ecological trials, to finance necessary 
public improvements, and to pay for new development’s share of the construction of these improvements.  
 
Fee: 
Fees are assessed per square foot of residential development. Non-residential development is exempt from open space 
land acquisition fees.  
 

Development Type Fee per Square Foot 

Single Family $0.16 

Multi-Family $0.19 

 
 
 E COMMUNITY FACILITIES  

 
Purpose: 
To mitigate the impacts caused by new development to the City’s community facilities, including administrative functions, 
civic buildings, and community centers, to finance necessary public improvements, and to pay for new development’s share 
of the construction of these improvements. 
 
Fee: 
Fees are assessed per square foot of residential, and per 1,000 square feet of non-residential development.  

 

Residential Development Type Fee 

Single Family $1.40 

Multi-Family $1.62 

Commercial $611.61* 

Office $1,773.02* 

Industrial $134.32* 

* Per 1,000 square feet of non-residential development.  
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